[Reevaluation of melancholic depression].
15 operational definitions for melancholic depression and their validation studies are reviewed. None of these definitions have yet been conclusively validated. Using a different approach, we attempt to validate melancholic symptoms rather than operational definitions for melancholia. The aim is to define, by means of a review of genetic, biological and therapeutical studies, a "biological symptomatic profile" that responds to somatic therapies. Psychomotor and appetite disturbances, early awakening, anhedonia and psychotic symptoms seem more likely to reflect this biological dysfunction in melancholia. Confounding variables such as symptom stability, severity of depression and possible subtypes of melancholia are also discussed.